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AN ADDRESS, 

Delivered, on laying the corner stone of the 
Restorationist Society in the city of Troy, 
by the Rev. Epwarp Turner. 

Among all the beings that inhabit the 
earth, man alone, is capable of the sublime 
services, the refined pleasures, and the cle- 
vated joys of religion, That he may parti- 
cipate in these, his maker has endowed him 
with intellectual powers and moral feelings : 
he has given him an exalted rank in the 
scale of existence : he has made him “ wis- 
er than the beasts of the field, and the 
fowls of the air.” 

The human mind is susceptible of im- 
pression from the external evidences of the 
existence, the wisdom, the power, and the 
providential gooduess of God. To these 
evidences, it has pleased the Deity to su- 
peradd the superior light ofa special reve- 
lation ; and the marvelous facts which es- 
tablish its credibility, the important truths 
which it discloses, and the glorious objects 
which it sets before us, are received thro’ 
the medium of the intellectual faculties 


which distinguish man from other grades of 





beings: truly, ‘ There is a spirit in man, | 


and the inspiration of the Aimighty hath 
given hiin understanding.” 


to furnish places where Christians may meet 
for acts of devotion, and to afford conven- 
ience to such as would maintain commun- 
ion with God, in the society of their fami- 
lies and friends, temples are reared and 
consecrated to Jehovah. With these views, 
andanfluenced by these considerations, we 
have laid this corner stone, on which a su- 
perstructure is to be raised, which is to be 
dedicated to “ the only wise God our Sa- 
viour, the Saviour of all men, but specially 
of them that believe.” 

Brethren of the society, 

1 honor the principles and revere the mo- 
tives which have induced you to associate 
as a religious fraternity, and to unite your 
efforts to promote the diffusion of that doc- 
trine which you believe to be the truth of 
God ; and 1 most cordially congratulate 
you upon the success which has attended 
your measures, and the pledges which are 
given of realizing your hopes and expecta- 
tions. May you suffer no disappointment. 
May “ he who has begun a good work in 
you, complete it ; perfect all tat concerns 
you ; build you up, a spiritual house, up- 
on the foundation of the prophets.and apos- 
tles, Jesus Christ himself being the chicf 


' corner stone, and render you lively stones 


The revelation of the divine will, invol- | 
ving the destiny, interest and duty of hu- | 
man beings, has induced them to erect edi- | 
fices, devoted to his honor, and intended to | 
promote the social felicity of his worships | 


pers. 


The place where Christian assem- | 


blies meet fer the worship of God, is de-| 
signed to recognize the presence of him, | 
who “ dwelleth not” exclusively * in tem- | 
ples made with hands,” who “has the hea- | 
vens for his throne, ead the earth for his | 
| ting system of means dictated by reason, 
} and sanctioned by religion. 


foststool,” and who, while he justly claims 
the prerogative to be * the high and lofty 


one, that inhabiteth eternity,” condescends | 
ples of gross sell-interest ; their members 


to dwell on earth with “the humbie and 
contrite in spirit.” For these purposes, 
the ancient tabernacle was erected in the 
desert ; for the same purposes Solomon 
builta house at Jerusalem to the name of 
the God of Israel ; and to perpetuate the 
tone of moral feeling which religion inspires, 


of the spiritual edifice, to show forth» the 
praises of him, who hath called you out of 
darkness into.bis marvelous light.” 

“‘ Except the Lord build the house, they 
labor in vain that build it.” Yet you are 
not to expect miraculous interpositions in 
your favour, nor look for proofs of the pat- 
ronage of heaven, out of the course of com- 
mon providence, and the liffe of human du- 
ty. ‘Po secure success to any measure we 
adopt, we must pursue a steady, updevia- 


Societies have been formed upon prinei- 


have been brought together by motives that 
neither virtue nor truth could sanction ; 
but such associations have not continued ; 
containing the seeds of their own dissolu- 
lion, they have fallen into rapid decay ; 
and if not rendered extinct, they have only 
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“hada name to live, wh: let he were o dead,’ ’ 
It is only the love of the tra‘h which forms 
permanent and durabie associations among 
men and christians, and preserves them in 
security from internal and external causes 
ofdanger. Lis this which gives energy to 
every eJort, extinguishes the spivit of sel- 
fishness, and purifies and expands the af- 
fections of the soul, By the agency of such 
causes, society asstimes a commanding tn- 
fhience. and takes an important aud diva- 


ble character. In the language of inspi- | 
ration, “ none can disturb its peace or 


make it afraid.” 
Permit me then, brethren, to urge the 
necessity of that course of conduct which 


the gospel enjoins, and pursuing which you | 
will prosper, and “ increase with the in- | 


crease of God.” Be united ; be one m 
heart, one in counsel, and one in effort, in 
alf your measures. Let individual epin- 
1on give way to geueral views ; and what- 
ever diflerences may occur upon minor 
subjects, be careful to © maintain the unity 
of the spirit in the bond of peace.” 

Were the erection of this house ali that 
you have to do, your work might be con- 
sidered as almost accomplished. This, 
however, is not the greatest, nor the most 


difficult or important part which you have | 


to perform. It is your desire, 
cial character to maintain before the word. 
You are noW but in the outset of a career, 
the progress and termination of which must 
be learned only from the principles you 
exercise, and the halits that you form and 
preserve. Let them be such as shall com- 
inand the attention, the esteem and the love 
of those around you. If you are faithful to 
yourselves and to the religion you profess, 
you cannot be injured by others. ‘ Who 
shall harm yon, if you be followers of that 
whichis good ?” In your intercourse with 
your fellow-christians, cultivate peace, and 
practice charity, Exercisea spirit of for- 
bearance 3; be nigenuous and candid in dis- 
cussing the opinions of those who diiler 
from you ; keep your minds open io truth, 
and use nomeans to gain prosciytes to your 
sentiments, but those of reason, evidence | 
wud persuasion. Thus * walk in wisdom 
towards them that are without, and give no 
occasion to the adversary to speak re- 
proachfully.” 

Brethren, “ may the peace of God rule 
in your hearts.” Goon with the good 
work which you have commenced, and 
prosper, 1] bid you God specd. 


that your | 
numbers may increase ; and you have a so- | 


* Peace | 
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be to you, at id} peace be io your helpers.” 
| “The day w as fine: a large number of 
| people witnessed the transactions with ap- 
; parent inte rest, aad preserved the utmost 
| decarum., “AIL ihings were done decent- 


ly and in wee j 


FOR THE 

Mr. Ep: 

Having perused the first three numbers 
| of the Gospel Lnquirer, with amind pre- 
| judiced against the doctrine of aniversal 
salvation, it has led me 'oexamine the sa- 
cred scriptures attentively, to know if these 
things are really so, and] must candidly 
| acknowledge I am at a Joss to find reason 
| or scripture to confu'e ikem. Lut, having 
| RO pretenlons to scicace, and a limited 
knowledge, may possibly be the reason why 
| Thaveso many doubts. Now, sir, pleased 
with your candid and impartial mode of 
reasoning, | presume to avail myselfof the 
privilege g given by the Gospel lugurrer, to 
| its readers, of candid pou iy. Ifyou think 
| proper to answer the foilowi ing questions, 
you will obkve one that wishes to ‘hale e 
the truth from whatever source it pay come. 

Ist. Was Adam holy before he trans- 
vressed the law of God ? 

What influenced 


gress ? 


INQUIRER. 


" 2 
TOR 


| 
' 


tie. Adam to. trans- 
sd. Did he die a natural, spiritual, or 
an eternal death the day that he sinned ? 

Aug. ist, 1523. CHURCH. 

ANSWER. 

We insert with pleasure the above com- 
munication from ** Church,” and che erfully 
if rroceed to answer his candid and serious 
inquiries. We inform our correspondent, 
i that wedo not believe the common notion 
of man’s fa'], and shail’ here advance opi- 
nions that come i direet contact with the 
most popular doctviness We hope our 
correspondent will dete rmine the question 
‘for himself, not according to the number 
or respectibility of tose who difier with us, 
‘but according to the testimony and argu- 
| ment we may oljer. 
Wuestion 1, * W as Adam holy before he 
| transeressed the law of God ?” 
| In answer to this question, we say, Ad- 
| § am was In one scnse hely. 
| 





As far as goud 
is holy, so far Adam was holy. If * church” 
atts to know whether Adam was invil- 

i nerable tothe attacks of vice, we answer 

| no. Dut before he transgress: ‘d the Jaw of 

God he was innocent; that is » he had done 














ee eee 


no wrong, and hence could not he consid- 
ered a transeressor, He was also good. 
The scripture is plain and every on | 
this point. We are told (see Gen. 1. 26) | 
that man was created in the image of his | 
God, who 1s good, indep sendently so. | 
| 
j 
| 








Man was tnnocen: and good, and so far 

bore the image of his make r. We arenot 

io suppose by man’s being in the image of 

his God, that he posses-es the mova! per- 
fections and attributes of Deity. Neither | 

are we to believe, that he is Ged. In what | 
sense then was he made in the image of | 
God? Wehave answered, so far as he was 

good, so far he bore the image ot his maker. 
Commen opinion supposes, that man fost 

: this image on the day of transgression. 
This we do not belicve, and foy the very 
good reason, that the scriptures of divine | 

4 truth no where give us such information. | 

f {n other words, the scriptures, no where de- | 
clare that man ever lost the image of God. | 
| q Aud we think if this had been the c: ise, the | 
! sacred oracles would have said something | 
about it. Once more, we wish our i 
| 

| 





respondent to remember, that goodness is a 
property of holinces, and that as far as Ad- 
am was good so far he was holy. 

Question 2. “© What induced Adam to | 
transgress ?” 

What part of Adam’s transgression is, 
or is not a literal account. For ourselves, 
we do not belicve that accounta literal one. 
That Adam was forbid tasting of a deli- 
cious apple appears altogether incredible. 
Were the account exclusively literal, we 
might with great propriety ask, where is 
the garden now ? Where is the “ tree of 
knowledge of good and evil ?”? And where 
is the “ tree of life 7” We Me not believe 
that there ever was a tree that bore a fruit 
that would give man, merely by eating sach | 
fruit, a knowledge of right and wrong. But 
we must believe all this and even more, | 
if we believe all that common opinion re- 
| quires us to. Will the eating of an apple 
now inform a person whether he has stolen, 
swore falsely, committed highway robbe- 

y, &e. &c. ? Noit willnot. Will it not 
eA as much information now, as it ever 
would? Do not the same causes always 
produce the same effects Again. , What 
: tree bears a fruit now that can "properly be 

considered the tree of life? Was it from 
a tree that Adam received his animaPlife, 
or from the organization of his physieal 
functions? From these remarks it will 
appear that the account of re fall of man | 
istobe understeod figuratively. 











THE GOSPEL INQUIRER. 


66 W hat or w hd i ii indlaced Adam to trans” 
gress? Answer. The woman. Whoi ur 
duced the woman to violate the command? 
Answer. ‘The serpent. Church, by con™ 
sulting the scripture account, will learuy 
that when Adam was asked, who induced 


| him to eat of the forbidden fruit, he laid it 


to the woman: and the woman being in- 
terrogated, said “the serpent beguiled” &e, 
Ifthen we can determine who the serpent 
Was, We can determine the original inducc- 
ment to man’s transgression. 

We are wellawzare that we are about 
entering upon a delicate point. Should we 
avow disbelief in the existence of an infi- 
nite devil, we shall be certain to incur the 
displeasure of ovr orthodox friends, and 
subject ourselves to the anathema’s of mo- 
dern doctors of divinity. A beliefin a de- 
vil possessed of infinite powers too, ap- 


| pears to have gained almost universal con- 
seat. No being is thought of so much con- 


sequence among tlie various classes of re- 
ligionists throughout the known world, as 
this. No bei ng is more necessary to sup- 
port the cause “of superstition and fanati- 
cism, than the devil. He is of incalcula- 
ble benefit to the sable African, to the Ma- 
hometan and Hindostan. The Christian 
cannot do without him. Our orthodox 
clergy are greatly assisted by him in get- 
ting up what they call revivals, of religion. 
They, one and all, tell the pésple if they 
do not act thus and so, the devil will 
have them at last. By such means the 
people have been brought to assent to the 
supposition, that there is an infinite demon. 
This idea is repugnant to common sense 
and stands unsupported by scripture testi- 
mony. : 

But what are we to understand by the. 
serpent ? In our opinion the serpent is 
the same now that he was on the day of 
transgression. ‘The same being that indu- 


| ccd Adam to sin, induces us, his posterity, 


to do likewise. If therefore we can deter- 
mine what induces men to sin now, we can 
artive at the object of our inquiry. An 
apostle says, that “ lust, when it conceived, 
brought forth sin.” Again. “ The flesh 
lusteth against the spirit, and the spirit 
against the flesh.” Sce James 1-15. Gal. 
5.17. Weare also informed that “ to be 
carnally minded is death,” and * to be spir- 
itually minded is life and peace.” Rom. 
S. 6. From these testimonies of divine 
truth we learn, that the carna/ mind is op- 
posed to that which produces life and peace. 


wikhat men are enficed and deceived whon 
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they are bed: away by the Jui of the flesh, |enter into possess sion “a ‘those blessings 
and that by the lusts of the flesh men are in- | which will afford him health and peace of 


duced to do wrong. 
mind or lusts of the flesh, that induced 
Adam to transgress. The carnal mind 
may be justly considered the serpent. It 
will be recollected, that the serpent is an 
adversary. The carnal mind is an adver- 
sary or opposed to the spiritual happiness 
of man. 

3d. “ Did he die a natural, a spiritual, 
or an eternal death on the day that he sin- 
ned ?” 

He did not die a natural death on 
the day he sinned. He lived several hun- 
dred years after. There is no intimation 
in the sacred scriptures to warrant usin be- 
lieving that Adam was threatencd with a 
natira death. 

. He did not die an eternal death, un- 
Mg aman can die an eternal death in ene 
day. Adam was merely told that he should 
die on the day he should eat of the forbid- 
den fruit. In the whole account of hts 
transgression, we do not find one word a- 
bout eternal death or even the death of the 
body. It certainly would be unjust to in- 
flict eternal death on Adam for transgres- 
sion and not apprise him of the conse- 
quences of his disobedience. ‘The wise 
Parent of the universe never dealt hypo- 
egy with his offspring man. 

. He dgd a spiritual death. The death 
which was threatened Adam, was inflicted 
upon him on the day he transgressed. The 
declaration of Jehovah was “ in the day 
that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely 
die.” Gen. 2.17. The reading of which 
we have in the margin is ‘‘ dying thou shalt 
die.” To be carnally minded is death. 
The moment Adam listened to the voice 
of the serpent (or carnal mind) he sinned. 
And the moment he finished his sin he di- 
ed. This is in accordance with the plain 
doctrine of the apostle. He says, “ When 
Just hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin, 
and sin when it ts finished bringeth forth 
death” James t. 15. It is as impossible | 
for man to be happy while ina siate of sin, | 
as it is to convert truth inio falschood, ¢ 
light into darkness. Mora! virtue is the 
proper element of man. When man for- 
sakes the course marked out by virtue, 
and wanders in the devious paths of vice, 
he isas much out of his element, as a fish 
is when he its out of the water. Man can- 

not 2ve insin. 
to believe the voice of the serpent. 


+» % 
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his designs, in reference to man ? 


| things, 








It is certain death to him | vides for 
Let | This we think he 
him therefore who wishes to enjov life, ; ang tend 


It was the carnal mind, follow the directions of virtue. 


Should our correspondent “ Church” dis- 
agree with us in relation to the mean- 
ing ofthe subjects hinted at, he will do us 
a favor by expressing such disagreement. 
A greater brevity has been observed than 
could have been wished. 





Answer to Thomas continued from page 31. 

We are to show that the sinner wik not 
be punished endlessly. 

1. God is possessed of infinite goodness, 
knowledge, wisdom and power, with every 
other attribute necessary to accomplish his 
designs and the happiness of man. When 
God created man, he created him with some 
certain definite object. ‘To determine 
the object for which man was created 
we need only to be informed, that God is 
infinitely good. Heuce the design of God 
was to dv man good, Had Deity wisdom 
to devise means that would not fail to effect 
What- 
ever wisdom plauncd, knowledge sanction- 
ed, and power willexecute. Nothing can 
prevent God from completely fulfilling his 
designs. And he never will do man the 
good he intended him, and for which he 
created him, unless he make him eternally 
happy. 

The doctrine of the salvation of all 
may be inferred from the creation. “ Thou 
art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory, and 
honor and power ; for thou hast created all 
and for thy pleasure they are and 
were created :” Rev. iv. 11. Thomas will 
please recollect, that God created all for 
his pleasure ; that because he did this, he 
is worthy to receive honor and glory, that 
heshas ‘¢ no pleasure in the death of the 
sinner’’ but rather in his being made alive. 
In the language of the Westminster divines 
we say God made all mento “ glorify and 
enjoy bim forever.’ 
~ 3. From the immutability of God’s pur- 
poses this doctrine may be inferred. God 
has designed or purposed the happiness of 
‘all. JHis designs never can be frustrated. 
All his pleasure will be performed. “ My 
counse} shall stand, and 1 will do all my 
ple: ashe.” Isa. xiyi. 1G, 

4.°F row the provid lence of God. “ He 
opefs his hand and satisfies the desire of ev- 
ery living thing.” Ps.cxlv. 16. He pro- 
the wants of @// his creatures. 
would not do, did he in- 


to make ay Lisi ist rable endlessly. li 
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God be unchangeable be will treat man as 
well in another world as he does in this, 

5. Fromredemption. He sent Christ to 
save sinners. God did not send him to ac- 
complish the salvation of the sinner and at 
the same time know, that he would not ef- | 
fect it. He hed purposed the salvation of | 
all and sent Christ in accordance with this | 
purpose to “reconcile all thiags to him- | 
self.” Who will say that Christ was sent 
to save sinners and yet willnot doitr Who 
dare assert that Jesus came to * reconcile | 
all things to God” and yet one half will be 
eternally wnareconciled 2 Jesus. declared | 
that ** he came not to condemn, but to save | 
the world.” If the world is never to be | 
saved, Jesus Christ will not accomplish | 
that for which he came. If any of the) 
world shail be punished without end, it! 
will appear evident that Jesus came to | 
damn and not to save those unfortunate be- | 
ings. | 

6. It is established by the oath of God. | 
God has promised to “ bless all men in| 
Christ.” If all men should ever be blest, 
in Jesus, all will be happy. If they are) 
not thus blessed, God’s promise wili not be 
fulfilled. 

7. Itis supported by the general tenor 
of scriptare and a certain passage particu- 
larly. Jesus says, * And J, if T be lifted up 
from the earth, will draw a// men unto me.” 
There is nothing in the scripture that con- 
iradicis this, see St. John xit. 52, 3, 17. 
Luke xix 20. Heb. ii. 9. 2 Cor. v. 19. 
Col. i. 19, 20, 21. Rom.v. 6, 16. Phil. 
iis 10, 11. 1 Tim. ii. 4,9, 10, 11 5 and 
Rey. v. 13, 
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FOR THE INQUIRER. 
THE MORALIST.—No. I. 

“ Go from the presence of a foolish man when 
thou percetvest not in him the lips of kiji- 
ledge.” Proverbs? 
Replete with instruction, with wisdom 

and consolation are the words of that man, | 

who was once a royal monarch of a noble | 
and ancient nation. From his lips proceed- 
ed, knowledge and in his writings are foand 
evidences of an unrivalled genius and,splen- 

did attainments. With the customs, lan- 

guages and characters of contiguods na- 

tions he had the most familiar acquaintance. 

With the arts and sciences of his owf coun- 

try he had an intimate knowledge. Being 

elevated to the most honorable and splen- 

did station in the nation of the Jews—ha- 

Ving all the advantages resulting from an 

extraordinary genius—having reduced the 

most nice and stupendous theories in reli- | 


See eepe ceenpene 
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gion, in mechanism, in philosophy, in his- 


tory, in ethics, aud in law, to absolute 
practice, be was well qualified to adminis- 
ter instruction to others, and warn them 
against rocks and shoals, which he had 
seasonably discovered. From these con- 
siderations, and a variety of others, which 
night be mentioned, we are induced to re- 
ceive his iastructions without restraint or 
reluctance. 

Go from the presence of him whose lips 
do not communicate knowledge, says our 
author. And why should not this rational 
command be obeyed ? - A wise man will 
not listen to the si//y boastings, pretended 
instructions, arrogant pretensions and. bois- 
terous declamations, of a foolish man. He 
well knows that it is perfect folly to give 
assent to the sayings of hits who abounds 
with folly. Whether he profess to instruct 
in the things that appertain to relicion, 
piysic, or law: Whether he make high 
sounding professions of* skill in h's art, if 
bis lips do not bear the marks of know 
ledge, hear him not, believe bim not, and 
follow not after him. Butif he pay tis 
daily vows to the God of wisdom: If he 
be a votary of knowledge: Uf wisdom 
marks his sieps. If his communications are 
replete with instruction, and if pradenc: 
characterise all his proceedings, obey, fol- 
low, honor and esicem him as your best, 
your most worthy, and valuable friend. 
Aad when the last faint ray of your expi- 
ring lamp shall be disappearing, the hand 
that has soothed your cares by adininister- 
ing instruction, will sofily wipe away the 
tear caused by an impending dissolution, 
and point you to that glorious era, when 
the light aud wisdom of heaven, with glo- 
ry’s perfect*blaze, shall shed an unfading 
lystre on your mental enraptured vision. 

LUCAS. 

* Thou shalt love the lord thy God.” 

To hate the person upon whom we are 
daily dependent for yarious and necessary 
favors, would be pronounced by the world 
the height of folly and ingratitude. The 
man who would not treat with becoming re- 
spect, with tenderness and, affection his 
richest benefactor, would be considered 
little better than amadman. It then we so 
justly deprecate them who are guilty of in- 
gratitude and who want a proper degree ot 
love for poor worms of the dust, what shall 
we say of him who lives regardless of the 
holy commands of a holy being, and one (oo 


from whem he received existence and a!! 
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‘the blessings he has or ever wit enjoy ?; tion of a large body of the community is at 
At is certainly surprising that man should | stake, argues a want of conformity to the 
not dove his raaker, His maker is a foun- | rules of right ; and is diametrically oppos- 
tain of goodness. He is the exhaustless | ed to the injunctions of our Saviour, * Judge 
source of all the blessings we can expect | not lest ye be judged.” 
toenjoy. <A knowledge of his nature, mo- Suppose aman should be brought up, in 
ral perfections, and a conformity to his rea- | a court of judicature, and in his denosition, 
sonable and just requisitions, are indispen- | should first state, that he was knowing to 
sable to our happiness. Without these we | certain things that had transpired, and im- 
are vot, we cannot be happy. And alilio’ | mediately declare, that he did not believe 
we may be in possession of the most sub-! there was a person in existence, who was 
stantial and conclusive testimony to sup-| knowing to these transactions. Wonld he 
port the hypothesis of a future state of feli- | not be stigmatized at once by every candid 
city, let us cheerfully comply with the re-| person, as guilty of perjury 2? Would such 
quiren<uts of our heavenly friend now, and | a testimony bear any weight, in the minds 
we shall not only obey his divine command, | of an impartal jury ? Certainly not. Then, 
but become actual possessors of that joy | we ask, do not expressions like the above, 
and peace which the world cannot confer. | carry in them contirmation strong as proof 
of holy writ, that the author was either ig- 

FOR THE INQUIRER. norant of the principles upon which uni- 
A gentleman once observed as follows: “Z| versalism is predicated ; or guilty of base 
was oncea Universalist myself and believ- duplicity, and destitute of that heaven-born 
ed in the salvation of all men.” A few | charity, which “ thinketh no evil.” 
minutes afterwards he declared ‘J do not We ask those who are so lavish of their 
believe any person cver believed in univer- | invectives against the believers in the rever 
sal salvation!!!” (See Religious In- | ending soodness of God to man, and who 
quirer, vol. 1. page 129.) are so ready to animadvert upon the doc- 

Here is an instance of that ‘remarkable! trine; stigmatizing its follower as deists, 
spirit of consistency, which is so prevalent | &c. to weigh well the subject before they 
among the oppesers of universalists. With- | come to a conclusion. 
out even the slightest knowledge of the; Wherein does universalism resemble de- 
doctrine, or the principles upon which it | ism? The universalist believes in the rev- 
is predicated, how often do we hear the: | elation of the never ending goodness of God 
inveigh against universalism ; aud with all| to man inthe sacred scriptures. Does the 
the acrimony and obloquy, that ever infest- | deist believe this ? Certainly not: he dis- 
ed the brain of the vilest calumniator on | cards a!l extraordinary revelation. We ask 
earth, Geneance its believers as heretics, you then, to point out and show us the as- 
infidels, &c.! The same spirit reigns at! similation, which exists between the two 
present, which has dictated the conduct of doctrines, and if you either cannot, or will 
persecutors for ages past. ane not do this, we tell you to desist from ma- 

The spirit which prompted John Calvin | king such charges. The universalist like- 
to burn Servetus, exists in the breasts af) wi believes that ‘‘ the seed of the wo- 
many of his followers. Nothing is want-| maf shall bruise the head of the ser- 
ing but power te produce all the horrors of | pént.” They belicve in the promise mad 
fire and fuggot, the rack and the tnquisttion! | to Abrahain, that in his seed “ all the na- 
tions of the earth shall be blessed.”’ They 
thiugs to fear, The sun of science has il- | believe in the * times of the restitution of all 
Juminated our land ; and superstition and | things spoken of by the mouth of all God’s 
bigotry vanish, like the ** baseless fabric of holy prophets since the world began.” 
a vision.” Now because they believe in these and oth- 

This man says (which no candid person | er similar passages, they are at once bran- 
can suppose truc) that he was once a uni- | ded with opprobious epithets! Ifa person 
versalist : and immediately declares it as! believes that the rich mercies of God will 
his opinion, that no person ever believed | be restricted to a favored few, he is at once 
in the doctrine. free from al] such charges. But if he is so 

Now this is indeed despicable! For aj} unfortunate as to dissent from this belief, if 
persoa, who professes to be a follower o:| he beheves the cevil with all his works will 
the meek and lowly Jesus to be guilty of | be destroyed, he is atmost de: ne the name 























such base dissimu'ation where the reputa-| ofa christian. JSCAR. 
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‘The way our opponents act. 

Amonz the vast number of opponents to 
the doctrine of universal salvation of all 
men, but very jew can be found that act 
towards universatistsas they ought or speak 
of our sentiments as they are bound to by 
the principles of christianity and honor. 


If we.casually meet them ina private cir- } 


cle, we are sure to be treated with sever- 
ity or neglect. If we see them on the high 
war, they will evade us. To associate 
with us in @ private, civil, or religious ca- 
pacity, they deem highly criminal and con- 
trary to tae duties they owe us, as chris. 
tians and men. Whenever they havé asso- 
ciated with us they appear to have forgot- 
ten that we possessed the feelings of men 
and were entitled to the same treatment of 
owers. The conduct of our friendly oppo- 
nents (for as such we consider many of 
them) has originated in a mistaken notion 
in relation to what belongs to good policy. 
However ill we may have been treated, 
we have a consolation in observing the ra- 
pid strides which liberality is making a- 
mong all ranks. 

As to the manner our opponents speak 
of our sentiments, it is such as we have ev- 
ery reascn to expect. It is perhaps some- 
what surprising, that men ina free cougtry 
should be fon Ne a doctrine that will 
eventually confer upon all equal blessings. 
oowithstanding the yoke of slavery has 

e been shaken from our necks—not- 


3 J 8 


, and oppression have been broken asun- 
t-y—-notwithsianding a government has 
Leen organized in Columbia’s happy land, 
which is based upon the broad principles 
of eternal justice and equality ; yet, aris- 


‘standing the fetters of political tyran- | 


jof heaven\among a very small number. 
' Hence the \opposition to the doctrine that 
| proclaims religious liberty toall ; that em- 
| phatically declares “ all men are created 
' equal, and endowed by their Creator with 
| certain unalienable rights.” 

| Our opponents assert that our sentiment 
; is false, and assign as a reason, that we be- 
lieve people will be saved in their sins. 
This statement is false. We never repre- 
sented to the world, that any man would 
be saved in sin. The mere fact that we 
preach salvation to all, and say that God 
designed happiness for all, furnishes ample 
testimony to refute this notion, or disprove 
this Charge. Salvation implies deliverance 
from something. We preach that all will 
be saved, and consequently, that all will 
be delivered from every thing that can an- 
noy—tfrom sin, from temporal calamity, and 
from the grave. It would not be salvation 
to perpetuate through the wasteless periods 
of eternity, temporal calamities, to contin- 
ue men in a state of sin always, or permit 
the grave to confine our bodies as long as 
we exist. 





Deferred Articles. 

The new meetingyhouse in Medway, 
(Mass.) built principally by the Universal- 
ists, was solemnly consecrated to the wor- 

‘ship of Almighty God on the 29th of June, 
| 1825. 

The new and elegantly finished meeting- 
| house, erected, forthe central society of uni- 
versalists, at the corner of Bulfinch-street 
‘and Bulfinch Palace was dedicated to the 
| service of the Most High on Wednesday 
| the 28th of May 1823.—Brother Mitchell 
| of New York preached the sermon. 
Onethe 2ist May, Brother Benjamin 





tocratical distinctions and peculiarities ex- | Whittemore was ordained to the pastoral 


ist among us. 
down those formidable barriers to the 

litical and religious prosperity of a free in= 
dependent and great people, is considered 
nothing less than the tutroduction of a new 
system in politics, and heresy in religion. 
Aristecracy is the same in polities that itis 
in religion. Italways has for its unhallow- 
ed objects the aggrandizement of afew. It 


creates priviledged orders, and establishes 


a nobility, which the principles of eternal 
right never sanctioned. It makes kings 


proud lordlings of a few, and vassels of | 


the many. Itsays a few were made to 
eat the good and fat of the land, aud the 
tiajority to sweat, toil and labor tor the 
rest. Such are the views of those vue ex- 
pect to divide the comforts and pleasures 


And every attempt to - 


care of the Universalist society in Scituate, 
| (Mass.) 
| Ov Wednesday the 4gh June, Br. David 
| Pickering was installed over the First Uni- 
list Society in Providence, (R. 1.) 

Gencral Convention 
The General Convention of Universal- 

ists will be held at the village of Clinton, 
in the town of Paris, and county of Onei- 
_da, on the third Wednesday and Thursday 
| of September next. 


| versa 








No 2.—We inform: iends, who have 
| recently subscribed for the * Inquirer,’ that 
No 2 will soon be re-printed, and that we 
wil] be carefulto forward them when they 
‘are out. , 
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> THE MAIL. 

Many of our subscribers have complain- 
ed, for some time past, of not receiving their 
numbers of the Gospel Inquirer whe due, 
and sometimes notat all. We are not to 
blame for this. The papers have been de- 
posited in the Post Office, in this village, 
in good order, and if they have not been 
received when duc, or not at all, it is ow- 
ing entirely to the neglect of the Post Mast- 
ers. 

We are well satisfied that many abuses 
are practised by persons concerned in the 
Post-Ollice establishment. We heartily 
wish for a reform of some of the most gross 
abuses, if not all. One subject of abuse 
ought not to pass unnoticed. It is this. 
Certain Post- renee as we are informed 
from good authority, are in the practice of 
loaning papers to persons who are too sel- 
fish, or too much opposed to the doctrine, 
to take them for themselves, and thus de- 
prive the owner of receiving his paper | 
when due, and subjecting him frequently | 
to the mortification of seeing it worn oul, | 
or covered with dirt. ‘This certainly is a 
serious evil, and we cherish a hope that it 
will be remedied. Editor. 





Magnificent Act. 

Mr. John Oliver, Esq. of Ballimore, late- 
ly deceased, left $*20,000 to the Hibernian 
socicty, of which he was president, for the 
purpose of establishing a free school in that 
city, for the education of poor children of 
both sexes without distinction as to their re- | 
ligious tenets. see 

(g- NOTICE. 

We have the pleasure of announcing to 
our readers, and the public, that the Rev. 
HOSEA BALLOU of Boston, will preach 
at Eaton’s Bush, on Friday, the 19th of 
September next, at 2 o’clock in the after- 


noon. —— Ed. 


CHARLES NICHOLS, 

Has just printed, and offers for sale at | 
his printing office, in this village; a brief | 
reply to the Rev. Lemuel Haynes’ sermon ; 
(whieh was designed as a refutation of the| 
doctrine of Universal Salvation 3) by the| 
Rev. Hosea Ballou of Boston—-price 6 | 
cents. -— | 

NOTICS, 
No Communication forwarded by mail, 
canbe reccived, ex@@pt the postage be paid. 
Persons wishing to become subscribers 
to © 'The Inquirer,” can forward to us 
their names through the medium of our 
Agents or otherwise. Ed. 
» 








| ta mourn his loss. 
| 








FOR THE INQUIRER. 


Thoughts at a funeral. 


What solemn sound salutes my ear ? 
It is the voice of grief , 
Attend each thought ; while I draw near, 
To sympathize with friends most dear, 
To profier kind relief, 


A family is call’d to.mourn ; 
A wife and children dear : 
A husband, father, from them torn, 
By cruel death they’re left forlorn, 
A prospect dismal drear. 


But could our thoughts no further rove, 
The scene were dismal sure: 

But lo! Jehovah reigns above ; 

A God of never failing love, 
Immaculate and pure, 


Then let us ¢o his words attend, 
With meekness own his sway ; 

He is our Father and our friend, 

Heavenly blessings he doth send, 
He gives ; he takes away, 


O, ye who’re call’d to mourn to-day, 
Come, wipe the falling tear : 
Your friend has left this house of clay, 
Ile’s soar’d to realms of endless day, 
To dwell forever there, 
OSCAR. 
en 


SELECTED. 


“Why weepest thou.” 

** Does gloomy fate, with sullen ‘rown, 
Consume thy soul with care ¢ 

Hast thou the draught of misery known, 
Whose dregs are dark despair? 

Art thou oppress’d with sorrow’s doom, 
Thy heart with anguish torn ? 

O, soon thatsad and cheerless gloom 
Shall wakea brighter morn ! 

Then why should sorrow wring thy brow--~ 

Say, mourner, say ; ** why weepest thou Pp” 


Does tender love bedec the bier, 
Is dust, with dust inurn’d P 

Hlas one---affection priz’d so dear, 
To heaven and God return‘’d ? 

The beautecus flower, that charms the eye 
And decks the smiling plain--- * 
i: winter’s blast does fade and die, 

But dies---to bloom again. 
Then why should sorrow wring thy brow--- 
Say, mourner, say---** Why weepest thou ?’ 


DIED, 
In the town of New-Port, on the Sth inst, Mr. 
Benjamjo Wilman, in the 52d year of his age. 
Mr. Wilman teft this world with an unshaken con- 
fidence in the unbounded goodness of God, and with 
firm belief in the final reconciliation and happiness . 
of all men. He has left a wife and several childrea 


NOTICE, 
The editor expects to preach at Eatonsbush on the 
first sabbath of September next. 
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